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SUB J : YUGOSLAVIA TO RECOGNIZE NEW PORTUGUESE GOVERNMENT? 

REF: PARIS 12493 

1. THERE ARE SEVERAL INDICATIONS HERE THAT THE YUGOSLAVS ARE 
CONSIDERING ESTABLISHING OFFICIAL RELATIONS WITH THE NEW GOVERNMNET 
IN LISBON. ONE OF THE MOST VOCAL CRITICS OF CAETANO REGIME, THE 

GOY HAS TAKEN A DEEP INTEREST IN DEVELOPMENTS IN PORTUGAL SINCE 
THE COUP, WITH ALMOST DAILY COVERAGE OF THE NEW GOVERNMENT'S 
ACTIONS IN THE BELGRADE PRESS. THE TONE OF SUCH ARTICLES HAS 
FROM THE BEGINNING BEEN UNIFORMLY POSITIVE, EMPHASIZING SOCIALIST 
AND COMMUNIST PARTICIPATION IN PORTUGUESE POLITICAL LIFE AND 
PROSPECTS FOR DECOLONIZATION IN AFRICA. 

2. GOY AT PRESENT DOES NOT HAVE DIRECT CHANNELS OF COMMUNICATION 
WITH THE GOP, BUT DOES HAVE COMMERCIAL AND PRESS REPS IN LISBON 
WHO ACCORDING TO OUR YUGOSLAV CONTACTS HAVE BEEN IN POSITION 
TO SOUND OUT PORTUGUESE ON TOPICS OF MUTUAL INTEREST. DIRECT 
CONTACTS, HOWEVER, ARE APPARENTLY ABOUT TO TAKE PLACE: FRENCH 
AMB HERE TELLS US ASST FONSEC RAIF DIZDAREVIC (RESPONSIBLE 
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UPCOMING WEEKEND IN LISBON. ALSO. DELEGATION OF SOCIALIST 
ACTION OF PORTUGAL. HEADED BY MEMBER PARTY DIRECTORATE FRANCISCO 
RAMEZ DE COSTA. IS NOW IN BELGRADE ATTENDING 10TH LCY CONGRESS. 

IN ADDRESS TO OPENING SESSION OF CONGRESS MAY 27, FONSEC MILOS 
MINIC SAID GOY "WILL FULLY SUPPORT" EFFORTS LEADING TO ACHIEVEMENT 
OF INDEPENDENCE OF PORTUGUESE COLONIES. THE PRESENT PORTUGUESE 
GOVERNMENT, SAID MINIC. "HAS CREATED CONDITION NEEDED TO SECURE 
INDEPENDENCE OF THESE COUNTRIES. AND AT SAME TIME TO STRENGTHEN 
ACHIEVEMENTS WON BY THE PORTUGUESE PEOPLE AFTER 50 YEARS OF FASCIST 
AND COLONIALISTS DICTATORSHIP." HE CONCLUDED BY SAYING GOY 
WILL "UNDERTAKE NECESSARY STEPS TO DEVELOP FRIENDLY RELATIONS AND 
COMPREHENSIVE COOPERATION WITH PORTUGAL." EARLIER, MINIC HAD 
SENT CONGRATULATORY TELEGRAM TO NEW FONMIN SOARES. 

LATTER CABLED BACK HIS THANKS WITH "HOPE THAT OUR TWO COUNTRIES 
WILL SOON ENJOY THE BONDS OF DIPLOMATIC AND FRIENDLY RELATIONS." 

3. IN LIGHT OF LONGSTANDING YUGOSLAV COMMITMENT TO COMPLETE 
INDEPENDENCE OF PORTUGUESE COLONIES, GOY MAY WELL HOLD OFF 
FORMAL RECOGNITION UNTIL DECOLONIZATION PROCESS REACHES STAGE 
ACCEPTABLE TO AFRICAN LIBERATION LEADERS AND NONALIGNED FRIENDS. 
TOON 
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